Deletion of the centromere as a mechanism for achieving stability of a dicentric chromosome.
A patient with primary amenorrhea and a terminal rearrangement of chromosomes 13 and 20 is described. The stability of the dicentric translocation chromosome was achieved by suppression of the activity of the centromere of chromosome 20 and actual deletion of the centromere of chromosome 13. These two mechanisms may be fundamentally similar if centromere inactivation results from a visually undetectable deletion.